August 3, 2009
Dear SPHS Families:

Summer is a time for making decisions.  Beach or mountains?  Watermelon or grapes?  Pool or ocean?  Armed with information, we select from many options each day.  Usually, summer at SPHS is full of decisions about hiring and course assignments, yet with the State budget effects being determined, some local decisions are pending.  As a result, there are still some staffing changes we’re anticipating. The full introduction of our new staff, usually included in this letter, will be in the first Tiger Paws article of the school year in order to provide you with the most accurate and updated information.  
The great news I can share with you now is that, thanks to the passage of Measure S in June, class size reduction has been restored, and that means that we have been able to bring back Ms. Bethany Budde and Ms. Patricia Wylie to our English Department, again allowing us a 20:1 student to teacher ratio in ninth grade English!  Also, to replace some teachers who left in June, we enthusiastically welcome Ms. Susan Gendreau and Mr. Rob Guido to our Science Department.  
Whatever is unsettled at this point will be determined over the next month, so when we see our students in September, everything and everybody will be in place.  We are gearing up for what promises to be a fantastic year.  One thing I’ve learned is that even if the decisions are bigger than “popsicle or ice cream,” things do work out for the best, and I’m excited to welcome our students to the Home of the Tigers for a memorable and meaningful year!
In the interest of keeping everyone informed and current, I would like to remind you that our web site includes our daily bulletin (the Tiger Dispatch), event calendars, driving directions to athletic competitions, and much more.  The address for our website is www.sphstigers.org.  The PTSA quarterly newsletter, the Tiger Paws, is also a rich source of information.  If you are not yet accessing the Aeries Browser Interface (ABI) to see current grades and attendance or did not get set up with an account when you picked up this registration packet, please come by the office (with your picture i.d.) to pick up an ABI direction sheet to get yourself enrolled.

Registration

In order to streamline and conserve resources, many of our important registration documents are again online.  You can find them under the “News” section of our website.  If you cannot access the information online, you may pick up hard copies in the main office. Along with the pages in the attached registration packet, the website has important information about many of the opportunities, programs, events, and organizations that, together, make SPHS a hub of activity and involvement.  Please read carefully each sheet in this packet and online, as many of the papers require a signature to acknowledge receipt of information.  Any sheet marked for return to the main office can be turned in at Registration, scheduled for Tuesday and Wednesday, August 25 and 26.

Please pay particular attention to the following items in this packet:

· The swift-correction form for student, parent, and contact information.  There are directions attached to the page. Please be sure to include a parent’s email address if you would like to receive information electronically. The list will not be given to any other group, and addresses will remain secure. 

· The SPUSD/SPHS Acknowledgement Form is to be signed after you have read the online documents, and then brought to Registration on August 25 and 26.

· The Tiger Parent Guide, provided by the PTSA, is a condensed and information-packed version of the Tiger Guide that will be distributed to students.

· Several of the flyers are from our PTSA (Parent/Teacher/Student Association), the secondary school version of the PTA.  I encourage everyone to join the Association, as it is a forum for ideas and learning and the key to building and supporting the programs we have on campus. 

· The Tiger Booster Club is the organization that supports all of the school’s athletics and extra-curricular programs.

· The NCLB-mandated military contact information requires parental signature to waive.  At parents’ request, we have made this a separate form so you will not miss it.  
· The Senior Graduation Requirement Policy will need a signature after both the senior and his/her parent have read the new provisions.  Of note is the attendance portion of the policy.

· Yearly calendars from the Superintendent’s Office, PTSA, and SPHS will help you plan your time, including holidays, pupil-free days, and late start mornings.  The school calendar is, once again, “refrigerator-friendly” for posting! 
· And, speaking of refrigerators, information is included regarding cafeteria menus and application information for the free and reduced meal program.

Beginning on September 3, I will again host monthly Community Coffees on the first Thursday (adjusting for holidays) of each month at 8:30 a.m.  The Coffees are brief sessions that include a campus tour and classroom visitations, information about our programs, and a sense of what’s happening at South Pasadena High School.  We invite community members, parents, alumni, and anyone else interested in our school to join us.  Each Community Coffee will begin in the Principal’s Office.

To those of you returning, welcome back, and to our new students and their parents, welcome to your new school.  It’s great to be a Tiger!
Sincerely,

Janet Anderson

Principal   

