SOUTH PASADENA HIGH SCHOOL
MEMORANDUM

TO:

All Students

FROM:

Ms. Anderson

DATE:

April 13, 2010

SUBJECT:
Civility

First, let me be very clear that I am the #1 fan of South Pasadena High School students.  I do not miss an opportunity to brag about you to others.  When there is an opportunity to introduce our school, I sincerely tell people that our students are great examples for students everywhere and that your behavior and achievements are amazing.

Lately, however, something has taken hold that really does not represent you as the thoughtful, kind people I believe you are.  It would be irresponsible of me not to bring this up.  For a variety of reasons, some very negative language has been used on campus lately.  The phenomenon seems to be growing exponentially.  Students are heard speaking to their friends, and in general, using derogatory terms.  While these may be rampant in the media and popular culture, their overall effect is a lack of civility.  Some examples of expressions that seem to be tossed about with abandon are “bitch,” “fag,” “homo,” “ho,” “I raped that test,” “that’s so Jewish,” and “gypsy,” to name just a few of the offending terms.  Realize that some of these remarks target certain groups of people.  Even if the terms are not being directed at those protected groups, the terms are inherently negative.  In some ways, we have become desensitized to the true meanings behind these words.   

At SPHS, we are a mini-society, a community.  We need to think about what kind of community we really want.  I am optimistic enough to think that we want to create a place in which all people are valued.  Put-downs should not be our primary operating methodology.  When I speak with individuals or small groups of students, there is agreement that we do tend to be too casual with our word choices. 

It is not our intent here to legislate language.  It is our intent to try to raise consciousness about what we say, how it affects others, and the kind of community in which we all want to live.  An idle remark about someone’s ethnic identity may seem like a harmless reference, but it may also be hurtful or demeaning or constitute harassment.  I do not believe that SPHS students want to come across as insensitive or intentionally hurtful.  This kind of language usage really does not represent us in our best light.

Long ago, we distributed simple signs as reminders about putting our best selves forward.  Clearly and with one word each, the signs remind us about our personal responsibility to behave in a way that creates a positive community here.  These signs are being reissued to remind us that words matter and have impact.  Hopefully, we will be more aware of the words we choose and more careful to select words that promote a positive and safe atmosphere on campus.  Together, we can be intentional about creating the kind of campus community of which we can all be proud. 

Go, Tigers!
