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Here we are in the afterglow of the lovely 2009 graduation ceremony.  We waved goodbye to the excited graduates who are now off to tackle new adventures.  The Class of 2009 had a great run, as made clear in the three graduation speeches that each painted sentimental portraits of the class’ four years in high school and, in some cases, back to their elementary days.  They are alumni now, a change of life.  For those of us still here at SPHS, we are already getting things in order for the entry of the Class of 2013 that will soon join us!

On graduation day, we heard the results of Measure S, the local parcel tax election.  Thanks (and thanks and thanks) to the voters of South Pasadena and their support of the schools, funds will become available to restore some of the essential programs lost due to the State financial crisis.  Like most of you, I had hoped for a clear and final resolution regarding exactly which programs and teachers, cut in the Reduction in Funding (RIF) layoffs, would have their “pink slips” rescinded.  Reinstatement is not as clean as it might appear due to the technicalities of a “RIF” that include, but are not limited to, seniority and credential issues.  District leadership is carefully deconstructing the reduction in services and only when that deconstruction is complete will we be able to give the official “hurrah” at bringing teachers and programs back.  We’ll keep you informed.
What we do know, however, about the impact at the high school of Measure S is that we will again have class size reduction in our ninth grade English classes and some counseling services may be restored.  We will continue to look at the effect on all of our students as we make decisions about programs.  Yes, there will still be choices to be made, as the State fiscal crisis continues.   With limited access to usual funding sources, we are still trying to present a variety of learning experiences and courses for our students and continued professional development for our staff.

One of our major efforts in the last few years has been enhanced communication between school and home.  This, too, is impacted by the reduction of staff.  We are without a front office clerk, so you may find that some of the personalization by face or by phone is a little different now.  We will still try to meet your needs through voicemails, emails, and the Aeries Browser.  We try to be judicious in making our phone calls home (using our auto-dialer).  In the interest of keeping you informed, please do listen to the announcements; they are sent to help you be aware of campus goings-on.  Hanging in there when you hear a school call will only keep you more “in the loop” and lead to fewer chances for misinformation.
After July 4, or when you come to school (beginning August 10) to show your identification and proof of residency to pick up your registration packets, we can also get you a connection to the Aeries Browser that gives you up-to-date information on your student’s grades and attendance.  Without a clerk to troubleshoot Browser issues this past year, some folks experienced frustration.  By getting you started for the fall, we hope to streamline that source of communication for you.  (Please note that the school office will be closed for all business from July 27- August 7.)
We have already mailed your student’s course selection list for you to double-check.  This is not the class schedule; that will be given at registration (August 25 and 26).  An email to Maria Long (mlong@fc.spusd.net) with any questions or concerns will be all you need to do now to alert the counselors to your input.
Speaking of registration, we have an exciting idea brewing.  This idea came from one of our parents who purchased some textbooks so his child would have a book at home and one at school.  Realizing that some other families have done the same thing, and that they would like to make the books available to others for the same purpose, we are planning to set up a table at registration for parents to manage a book exchange/sale.  This will not involve school issued books (!), but will be a family-to-family arrangement for which the school is simply providing the venue.  So, it is time to start gathering any self-purchased texts for “redistribution.”
It’s been a challenging year, but what I take from it are the opportunities that arise from those challenges and the wonderful memories of working directly with and for students.  Meeting with young people to help them negotiate through, and learn from, each experience is extremely rewarding, and each day brings new joy.  With summer here and your opportunity for more family time, I wish you the same sense of joy.  I will be here off and on this summer (mostly on) and can be reached, as always, at janderson@fc.spusd.net.  Happy summer to you all!  

