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Today is the Ides of May, and …

For the past two days, there has been a pall over our campus.  No, for a change, it is not budget-related.  For the third time in the past six years, the “Every 15 Minutes” program took place on May 14 and 15.  This is an awareness program about drinking and driving, and it takes its name from the fact that a young person is killed in an alcohol-related traffic death once every fifteen minutes.  Yesterday, the “grim reaper” took students from class to make real the feelings of losing a classmate.  There was a staged accident and an “arrest” at the scene.  Today, the students, families, and the “victims” are in an assembly in which they are relating their feelings in a most raw manner.  The desired outcome is that this experience will influence our young people and all of us to make decisions that support safety for all.  This comes one week before the Prom and will, hopefully, raise awareness of the pervasiveness of pain when someone is lost in such an unnecessary manner.    Freshmen and sophomores took part in an assembly that was more generically focused on good choices, while the juniors and seniors experienced “Every 15 Minutes.”  Counselors were available to the students and their families for a debriefing session, and I encourage families to talk about this at home.

On a much more upbeat subject, on Sunday, about sixty of our seniors and six faculty members will head off for their week trekking the back trails in Yosemite.  It is a rigorous physical challenge, but when the students return, what they always bring back in more abundance than the blisters or aches is a sense of camaraderie, unity, compassion, trust, and understanding.  The SPHS contingent of the Yosemite Institute has been holding workouts, breaking in their boots, and planning for this adventure for quite a while, and it is an exciting and meaningful experience even without cell phones, ipods, or any other devices!
As I review my calendar for the next five weeks’ plans, I can only suggest that we all hang on tight, as this ride is going to be fast and furious!  For those in my age group, you’ll understand when I characterize the end of school as an “E Ticket” ride!  Please pay close attention to your own SPHS “fridge-friendly” calendars that you received in your August registration packets because you won’t want to miss any of the end-of-year activities or special schedules.

On May 20 and 21, the administrators and counselors will be visiting all senior classes to ready them for all of the graduation-related plans.  Parents should have already received a thick envelope with their copy of those plans and expectations.  Nothing should be a surprise!  We will meet with the Yosemite-bound seniors, after their return, during the Late Start morning on May 27, at 8:30, to bring them up to speed on all of the year-end plans.

Also within this next month will be two elections, one at the State level and one for South Pasadena, the outcomes of which will very much affect our plans for next year.  In the last edition of the Tiger Paws, I detailed some of the changes we can expect if our funding stream continues to narrow.  Currently, we have contingency plans based on each scenario.  We have our students’ class selections and a preliminary master schedule, but because we don’t really know if, for example, our Class Size Reduction will remain intact for ninth grade English, we don’t know for sure how many teachers we will have or how many sections of each course.  In a nutshell, it is difficult to plan for 2009-2010.  We know our programs will be impacted, but we just don’t know exactly how much.  Please understand that we’re planning as fast as we can!

I hope to have more definitive word about next year’s SPHS outlook in our final Tiger Paws of the school year.  Until then, as always, I can be reached at janderson@fc.spusd.net with any questions or thoughts you may wish to share. 
