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I have the best view from my office window!  While I’m using my phone or computer, I get to look out and see students moving across the “quad.”  With Holy Family’s spire in the background, I see our campus life unfolding.  This makes it especially enticing to go out frequently and be a part of that life.  Our students and teachers are so purposeful and joyful.  This week in particular, with STAR testing going on, they have been great about getting to classes in a timely fashion and focusing on the task at hand. 
To gear up for our testing weeks, all of the counselors and site administrators met individually last week with every ninth through eleventh grade student to discuss the students’ personal testing schedules, orient them to the tests, review last year’s performance, and set goals for this year’s testing performance.  These “STAR chats” provide an upbeat experience having some one-on-one conference time, even though we had to move quickly to accommodate all students.  
As we test, SPHS tries to take the edge off of the testing stress by celebrating what we call “Festivus,” creating a fun and inspirational atmosphere.  As part of Festivus, the class officers provide nutritional treats in the mornings.  At lunchtime, different teachers (thanks go out to Ms. Ward, the counselors, Mr. Enright, Mr. Mills, Ms. Budde, and Ms. Gill) take on the DJ role on the Tiger Patio.  Along with the music, we also have prize drawings.  Every student who attends testing gets his/her name included and we spend the lunch period drawing names for some fun gifts.  Anything to pump that Tiger Spirit up!  Ms. Wylie gets a special “shout out” for dancing up a storm during Festivus.  In an impromptu dance session with senior Erica Ehrlich, they worked out a spontaneous mirror-image dance worthy of Agnes De Mille!
Adults can be students, too.  Congratulations go out to our English and Drama teacher, Ms. Donna Tucker.  Ms. Tucker has received the honor of admission to a new advanced degree program at USC.  Having been granted a year’s leave of absence from SPUSD, Ms. Tucker will join the inaugural class in a special program that emphasizes cultural relevance in theater to earn an M.A. in Applied Theatre Arts.  Taking over the SPHS Theater program is Mr. Enright.  Mr. Enright will continue to teach English, as well as drama.  With his background in theater arts on the stage and television, he is excited to bring his enthusiasm and experience to the students of SPHS.  Congratulations to both Ms. Tucker and Mr. Enright!

Two weeks ago, we launched a new campaign on campus.  I have dubbed it “Civility.”  After hearing, and hearing about, negative words and phrases used with growing frequency by many students, it seemed time to bring awareness to the issue.  Basically, we were finding that negative, stereotyping, and otherwise hurtful words were being used without thought as to their impact.  Much of this seems to be due to desensitization about the power words can have and the origins of some of these words.  After meeting with all teachers about this, I asked them to read a letter from me to the student body during a designated class period and have a class discussion.  In my letter to students, I was specific about some of the things being said that are not acceptable in the kind of community we want to create together at SPHS.  Some comments were ethnic slurs, and some were targeted at other groups of people.  In many cases, students were not using them directly toward members of protected groups, but were throwing the words toward friends and others.  I hold our students in high regard, and I do not believe that they are intentionally hurtful.  I wanted to remind them that words can hurt and that we need to be thoughtful and careful.  Some excellent insights were shared by teachers and students when they had their discussions after reading my letter.  This is an important topic that is likely worthy of a discussion at home, as well.  Soon, a copy of the full text can be found on my Principal’s page on the website.
The week of May 3rd is Teacher Appreciation Week, and two weeks later is Classified Employees Appreciation Week.  I would like to take this time to thank the faculty and staff for working together to try to provide the best for our most important clients, our students.  Even with the fallout from the State’s budget crisis, including layoffs and downsizing, our focus has been on refining our work to continually improve programs for students, and to the extent each employee has contributed, we are very appreciative.  I would also like to thank the PTSA volunteers who, throughout the year, have made the whole staff feel so special with treats and special brunches.  It means a lot.
Gearing up for an explosively wonderful end of the school year, I can, as always, be reached at janderson@fc.spusd.net
