Back to School Night

September 27, 2007

Last year after Back to School Night, I got a call from a parent who said, “Janet, I love you, but don’t ever make me turn to my neighbor for an introduction again.”  Perhaps that stretched some people a bit out of their comfort zones.  This year, I will heed those words of advice (?!).  I am, however, going to ask your indulgence while I quickly read you a short story that made the rounds on email:
“A mouse looked through a crack in the wall to see the farmer and his wife open a package.

‘What food might this contain?’ the mouse wondered.  He was devastated to discover it was a mousetrap.

Retreating to the farmyard, the mouse proclaimed the warning: ‘There is a mousetrap in the house!  There is a mousetrap in the house!’
The chicken clucked and scratched, raised her head and said, ‘Mr. Mouse, I can tell this is a grave concern to you, but it is of no consequence to me.  I cannot be bothered by it.’

The mouse turned to the pig and told him, ‘There is a mousetrap in the house!  There is a mousetrap in the house!’

The pig sympathized, but said, ‘I am so very sorry, Mr. Mouse, but there is nothing I can do about it but pray.  Be assured you are in my prayers.’

The mouse turned to the cow and said.... Well, you know what Mr. Mouse said.

The cow said, ‘Wow, Mr. Mouse.  I’m sorry for you, but it’s no skin off my nose.’

So, the mouse returned to the house, head down and dejected, to face the farmer’s mousetrap alone.

That very night, a sound was heard throughout the house – like the sound of a mousetrap catching its prey.

The farmer’s wife rushed to see what was caught.  In the darkness, she did not see that it was a venomous snake whose tail the trap had caught.

The snake bit the farmer’s wife who, parenthetically, because she has her own identity as a powerful female, we will now call Edna.  The farmer rushed Edna to the hospital, and she returned home with a fever.
Everyone knows you treat a fever with fresh chicken soup, so the farmer took his hatchet to the farmyard for the soup’s main ingredient.

But his Edna’s sickness continued, so friends and neighbors came to sit with her around the clock.

To feed them, the farmer butchered the pig.

Edna did not get well.  She died.

So many people came for her funeral, the farmer had the cow slaughtered to provide enough meat for all of them.

The mouse looked upon it all with great sadness from his crack in the wall.

So, the next time we hear that someone is facing a challenge and think it doesn’t concern us, remember – when one of us is threatened, we are all at risk.

We are all involved in this journey called life.  We must keep an eye out for one another and make an extra effort to encourage one another.

Each of us is a vital thread in another person’s tapestry.  Our lives are woven together for a reason.”

So ends the story of the mousetrap.

So continues our commitment to connect personally with one another.
Mrs. Wichman, Mr. Smith, and I have all been out to speak to our entire student body about, among other things, the need to connect with school and with the adults and peers they find here.  We have challenged all students to develop significant relationships with at least three faculty or staff members.  Our staff is committed to knowing and appreciating our students.

Two years ago, we began a District-wide campaign to assist our young people and each other in positive growth and development.  That campaign is based on the Developmental Assets model in which we look for, and build upon, each individual’s strengths.  

Our “Take a second, make a difference” banner and t-shirts remind us to stop and interact in a meaningful way.  We can tell you from experience that each second really can make a difference – and that it is a two-way street.

Last Monday, we had school-wide assemblies and a PTSA Forum devoted to Rachel’s Challenge, named for Rachel Scott, the first person killed in the 1999 Columbine massacre.  Rachel’s challenge has five parts:
1. ELIMINATE PREJUDICE by looking for the Best in Others

2. DARE TO DREAM – Set Goals – Keep a Journal

3. CHOOSE YOUR INFLUENCES – input determines output

4. KIND WORDS – Small Acts of Kindness = Huge Impact

5. Start a CHAIN REACTION with family and friends
In front of the stage, you’ll see a banner that students, staff, and parents signed on Monday, committing to those five ideals.

Our school year is off to a brilliant beginning.  As we continue through it, let us remember that there will be bumps in the road.  There will be things that please us and things that displease us.  There will be some things about which we will not agree.  Some things will affect only the mice among us, but it’s impossible to predict what might also affect the poultry, pigs, and cattle. 

If we can remember that we are all on this journey together… part, if you will, of the same tapestry, the bumps will be less jarring, we may agree to disagree and still come to some good conclusions, and we can face displeasing tasks united.  If we all take a second and make a difference, those seconds will become minutes, then hours, then days and months, and think of the differences we can make!  We are not a barnyard, but we are a community, and we do need to reach out to those around us because a community depends upon the interconnection amongst us all.

If not here in the auditorium, somewhere tonight, please reach out to someone you don’t know, and extend that sense of community. 

