Last year, I told you a true story as a reminder that even when you may not know that you are having an effect on your child or other children, you may be doing just that

I stressed the importance of all adults being accessible and supportive even in times when it seems that teens would rather be independent

Tonight, begin with a different story

Told to me by a parent of a 2005 graduate

Biosphere – simulated environment, model ecosystem

Most things in the environment were growing, sustaining life, and operating as in nature, with one exception

The trees were bent and not thriving

Couldn’t figure it out

The soil’s nutrients, the artificial sunlight, the water were fine  -- approximating nature

What was lacking was wind.  The trees needed the wind’s resistance in order to grow straight, strong, and tall

Scientifically, this story does not stand up to scrutiny*, but I like the message

Into each life, there is going to be resistance and the need to withstand strong winds

That experience, and how we react to it will shape our growth and resiliency

For our young people, this may take many forms:


May not make the varsity team


May not get the grade he/she desired


May take longer to learn certain skills or understandings

Still, the reaction to these experiences is the wind that will shape stronger, more flexible, and less reactive adults from these teens

At SPHS, we have a slogan, borrowed from farm workers and modified to fit our picture: “We are growing them – our students -- locally to make an impact globally.”

We are sending students out into an uncertain future

Theorists predict that students who are now in high school will have a minimum of six careers in their lifetimes

At SPHS, we can’t possibly teach all of the knowledge that the students will need twenty years from now in a changing world

We can teach them to collaborate, to communicate effectively, to access information, and to apply their knowledge base

By giving students the tools needed to withstand the winds of change, they will grow strong and develop the nimble reactions necessary to face the uncertainty of the future

Our students will be ready to make an impact globally – to apply what they have learned here as they move into their futures and wherever those futures take them

Our students know that the best way to predict the future is to invent it

We are challenging them to be bold and to envision possibility in all they see

As adults in their lives, our challenge is to maintain the stakes that hold a seedling safe and still -- until that seedling has taken root.  

At that point, we can’t possibly control all of the winds, but we can provide support as those trees -- our teenage students – practice their reaction to a variety of winds.  Soon, they will stand firm, tall, and strong and will make their own impact on the world. 

At SPHS, we are committed to working with our students and supporting them.  

We have a renewed commitment to also work as partners with parents.  

We honor your role as parents, as role models, and as people whose influence is greater than that of any other group.

Growing healthy, productive young people happens with an  interdependence between teachers, parents, and students, and we welcome your partnership in that most important charge.

*(Thigmomorphogenesis, as someone told me last night after the presentation.)

